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EDITORIAL 


“Tmmanuel” 


Dr. F. Olin Stockwell, who spent fourteen 
months in solitary confinement in a Chinese Com- 
munist prison and nearly ten more months in an- 
other Communist prison, having his “brain wash- 
ed,” tells this revealing story. 


A missionary wrote a Chinese pastor in a city in 
Northwest China asking him of his welfare. This 
city had been under Communist control for some 
months. 


The Chinese pastor replied as follows: 


“Your letter received. We do not read our Bibles 
anymore for it is but a collection of fables and folk- 
lore.” 


“We do not go to church any more for such is 
but a superstitious practice and it is therefore out- 
moded.”’ 


“We do not believe in religion any more because 
that too is outmoded and its principles are contrary 
to the tenets of the Peoples Government.” 


Sincerely yours, 


P. S. “Immanuel” 


‘The censor did not know the significance of “‘Im- 


manuel,” and the letter came through. 


“God with us’; what a comfort to know that 
God is with His children when they suffer. We 
Christians in America, living in peace and security, 
and with the blessings which come from our free- 
doms, owe it to our Christian brethren behind the 
iron and bamboo curtains to uphold their hands in 
prayer, and to surround them with those spiritual 
blessings which are the result of prayer. 


Let us covenant to pray daily for Christians who 


so greatly need God’s help. L.N.B. 
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Is Union Or Unity The Will 
Of Christ For His Church? 


At the popular meeting of Inter-Church Rela- 
tions, at the recent General Assembly, a visitor 
bearing the greetings of a Sister Church, in his zeal 
for the union of the three Presbyterian Assemblies, 
and presumably for the edification of the commis- 
sioners present, stated in effect: ‘““This disunity is a 
scandal in the Church of Christ and a sin against 


His will.” 


Being a professor in his Church Theological 
Seminary, the speaker should know that the cor- 
porate union of Churches is not the unity of be- 
lievers for which Christ prayed. Other equally 
learned Christian teachers affirm that the strength 
of Protestantism is in its division and not in one 
super organization controlled by an Ecclesiastical 
Hierarchy in which the voice of the people is not 
heard. It is a noticeable fact the larger the denomi- 
nation the greater the assumption of administrative 
authority by councils and boards and a lessening of 
the will of the members whose Church it is, in its 
affairs. 

This statement by the Montreat fraternal dele- 
gate raises the question: What it is in a Church’s 
life and work to indicate that it has Christ’s ap- 
proval, and that His blessing rests upon its labors? 
Is it not unity in its own family, faithfulness to its 
divine commission and its willingness to co-operate 
with other Christian Churches that seek to establish 
Christ's cause and kingdom in the hearts of men? 
Is it not 


ts growth in membership and the contri- 
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yutions of its resources for the support of the Chris- 
tian missionary obligation in our own and in for- 
eign lands? 


It is said that comparisons are odious. In this 
connection it is not improper for those who want to 
preserve the Southern Presbyterian Church and per- 
petuate its life and work and testimony as a sep- 
irate denomination to point to the fact that in the 
two vital tests of Christian progress—evangelism 
ind stewardship—the Southern Presbyterian Church 
does not suffer when compared with any member of 
the Presbyterian family, and is first on every count 
in the records of the three Churches whose union is 
now being considered by the three Assemblies. 


There is the matter of membership increase. Ac- 
cording to a survey made in 1950 by the National 
Council, the Southern Presbyterian Church, since 
1926, has had a membership gain of 44.9 percent; 
the Northern Presbyterian Church a gain of 26.8 
percent, and the United Presbyterian Church a gain 
of 24.6 percent. In the matter of contributions the 
Southern Presbyterian Church holds first place in 
per capita giving of these three Churches, being 
$68.73 for the year ending March 31, 1953, which 
is the largest of any Presbyterian or Reformed 
Church, and exceeded by few, if any, denominations 
in the National Council of Churches. 


The National Council Stewardship figures for 
the church year of 1952 show that our Southern 
Presbyterian Church gave to the benevolent causes 
$16.22 per member, whereas the per capita giving 
of the U.S.A. group was only $7.43 per member, 
which was less than half the amount given per 
capita in our Church. 


These tokens of Christ's favor on its life and 
testimony, and the rewards for its faithfulness to 
its redemptive mission, both in the home and in the 
toreign fields, is the answer to the charge that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church’s separate existence 
as a Christian denomination is a denial of Christ's 
prayer for the unity of believers. 


Laboring in friendly co-operation with our Chris- 
tian neighbors, and having a place of leadership 
among the Christian denominations of this country, 
why should the Southern Presbyterian Church sur- 
render to the propaganda of inter-denominational 
councils that corporate union rather than the unity 
of believers is Christ’s will for His Church? 


—H.B.D. 





Have Presuppositions Against 
The Virgin Birth Influenced 
The RSV Translation? 


In his current History of Christianity, Dr, La- 
tourette properly reminds us that “pure objectivity 
does not exist, even in natural sciences.” Accord- 
ingly, it seems to us unwise to hide one’s head under 
the sands of an a priori assumption that the doc- 
trinal position of translators could not have affected 
their work. Rather, let us read the writings of these 
scholars in which they state and defend their con- 
victions, then look at the passages in the R.S.V. that 
involve these same matters, and let the facts speak 
for themselves. 


For example, here is a 1950 Introduction To 
New Testament Thought by one of these trans- 
lators. This volume sets forth the conviction of the 
author and seems to be representative of the point 
of view of the majority of the R.S.V. group. On 
Pages 230-232, the author makes a detailed effort 
to show that the doctrine of the virgin birth is sec- 
ondary and inferential, of late date, and not a part 
of the primitive message. He does this by an ex- 
amination of the biblical testimony made from a 
point of view opposed to the doctrine. 


He charges that the effort to read a reference to 
the virgin birth into John 1:13 represents an im- 
possible kind of exegesis. Many careful scholars, 
however, give the singular reading, which certainly 
goes back to Irenzus and supports the virgin birth, 
much more serious consideration than the word 
“impossible” implies, and some, such as Torrey and 
Cullmann, favor the singular reading. The R.S.V. 
does not give this reading in a footnote, as the crit- 
ical Greek texts do. It would be an interesting study 
in text criticism to find out which is more worthy 
of a footnote: the singular reading of John 1:13 
which supports the virgin birth, or the Joseph- 
Father reading of Mt. 1:16 which challenges the 
virgin birth. 


This Introduction holds that the Lukan testi- 
mony to the virgin birth could be eliminated by the 
removal of six words from the Greek text. What 
does the R.S.V. do with these six? It places two of 
them in Lk. 3:23 in a parenthesis. That treatment 
would be rather acceptable to the Introduction, but 
it is without significance since the same two words 
are in parenthesis in the earlier versions, 


The case is different, however, with the other 
four which the /ntroduction wants eliminated. To 
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bring out the tacts we shall capitalize the English 
translations of these four words in Lk. 1:34. The 
earlier versions give the literal or strict rendering of 
the Greek, thus: “How can this be, since I KNOW 
NOT A MAN?” On the other hand, the R.S.V. trans- 
lates these words in such a loose way that it opens 
up an inaccurate sense, and one that weakens or de- 
stroys the testimony of these words to the virgin 
birth of Christ, thus: “How can this be, since I 
HAVE NO HUSBAND?” The Greek and the earlier 
versions give a clear testimony to a virgin mother; 
the R.S.V. presents, at this point, only an unwed 
mother. The Christian Creed affirms a virgin 
mother; secular history is all too full of unwed 
mothers. Of the former Milton sang: 


“This is the month, and this the happy morn, 
Wherein the Son of Heaven’s eternal King, 
Of wedded maid and virgin mother born, 
Our great redemption from above did bring.” 


An Introduction makes two arguments against the 
trustworthiness of the Matthean account of the vir- 
gin birth. One is that the account is in “midrashic” 
style based on Isaiah 7:14 as given in the Septua- 
gint, not in the Hebrew. The R.S.V. removes this 
Isaianic basis by translating the passage, “a young 
woman” shall conceive. By so doing, the R.S.V. 
translators set aside the work of the seventy Jewish 
scholars who made their translation two hundred 
years before Christ; they set aside the careful ex- 
amination of the Hebrew and cognate languages 
made by R. Dick Wilson (PTR 1926) and con- 
firmed by E. J. Young (WTJ 1953) showing that 
ha-almah does mean the virgin; they go in the face 
of the context, the Book of Immanuel. Isaiah, 
Chapters 7-11, which present a supernatural Mes- 
siah; they set aside the verdict of the vast majority 
of Christian scholars for nineteen centuries. 


The second argument marshalled by An Intro- 
duction against the Matthean account is a reference 
to the strange reading which presents Joseph as the 
father of Jesus. It is alleged that this is found in 
some manuscripts and versions and may be from the 
original, The author of dn Introduction To New 
Testament Thought is also one of the editors of 
Gospel Parallels, the yolume published in 1949 
which formulated the footnote under Matthew 
1:16—later used in the 1953 R.S.V. Only in the 
Gospel Parallels the authorities purporting to give 
this reading are listed, while the R.S.V. footnote 
used the vague term “other ancient authorities.” By 
being able to identify the alleged authorities, it was 
possible to prove that the footnote was in error. 
This was done at the meeting of the Evangelical 
Theological Society held in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
on March 20, 1953. As a result, a member of the 
R.S.V. Committee admitted that the Ferrar Group, 
et.al., had been erroneously read, and that the foot- 
note under Matthew 1:16 would come out in fu- 
ture printing of the R.S.V. 


Each reader is invited to weigh the facts and 
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draw his own conclusions as to whether the pre 
suppositions of the translators have—consciously 01 
unconsciously—influenced the R.S.V. translation. 


—W.C.R. 





Who Controls The Northern 
Presbyterian Church? 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N.C, 


If a person will give the necessary time to study 
the views, leadership, policies and programs of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church they will be con- 
vinced of three outstanding FAcTs. First, that the 
ultimate goal of the leaders of the Northern 
Church isn’t just to bring all the members of the 
Presbyterian families into one Church, that is just 
a step. THEIR GOAL IS A NATIONAL PROTESTANT 
CuurcH in which we will find ourselves with 
many denominations with whom we would never 
consider an organic union at this time. Second, 
THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE NORTHERN 
CHURCH IS COMPLETELY IN THE HANDS OF THI 
LIBERALS OF THAT CHURCH. And third, THAT A 
GROUP OF 50 MEN CONTROL THE NORTHERN PREs- 
BYTERIAN CHURCH. | have covered the first two 
points in previous articles and wish to cover the 
last point at this time. I would like to call to your 
attention that IN ALL OF THESE ARTICLES I HAVE 
USED AS SUPPORTING EVIDENCE, MATERIALS FROM 
THE PUBLICATIONS AND OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THI 
NORTHERN CHURCH. 


The following article, ““The Presbyterian Oli- 
garchy,” is from the May 29, 1948, issue of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN, which was published in the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church. It covers the leadership 
of the Northern Church so completely that there is 
little more that can be said on the subject. Web 
ster’s Dictionary defines the word Oligarchy as “A 
form of government in which the supreme power is 
placed in the hands of a small exclusive class; those 


who form such a class or body.” 


QUOTE 
The Presbyterian Oligarchy 


In a previous editorial we said that less than 
fifty men, ministers and laymen, fill most of the 
key positions in the Church. At this writing no 
one has attempted to refute this statement. Let 
us give a few examples without using names. A 
pastor of a church of nearly 700 members holds, 
in addition to the local, presbyterial, synodical, 
and interdenominational posts, six leading oppoint- 
ments in our Church. He is a member of one of 
the four boards; he represents the Church in the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and serves on two 
of General Assembly’s three commissions and two 
of General Assembly’s eleven committees. Any one 
of his six jobs in quite enough work, honor, and 
responsibility for one man. 
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Another pastor of a church of over 1,700 mem- 
vers holds five major General Assembly appoint- 
ments and for good measure his wife has two 
nore. He is on one of the four boards and she is on 
another. There is a layman who is not only the 
‘hief executive of a large institution, but holds 
five major General Assembly Appointments in 
addition. There is another layman who is on one 
board and his wife is on another and he has an- 
other national office in the Church. There is a 
woman who is on three of the largest groups of 
control in the Church. 


Of course, the most striking example of multi- 
plicity of honor and responsibility is that of the 
stated clerk, who holds nine other Church-wide 
responsibilities. We can see the point of his ex- 
officio membership on several of the committees 
and commissions, but there are four of his po- 
sitions that, in our opinion, could be served just 
as well by someone else. 


There are 9,600 ordained ministers of our Church 
of whom nearly 6,000 are serving as pastors. 
With this much available talent, is it necessary to 
give one man five or six major honors and re- 
sponsibilities when there are only twenty com- 
missions, committees, and departments and only 
four boards? It is both amazing and incompre- 
hensible to discover that ten men in the Presby- 
terian Church hold fifty-six major official denomi- 
national jobs and five of these men hold thirty-five 
of these fifty-six appointments. 


There are prominent pastors of churches of 
over 2,000 members who are just as capable, whose 
church people have just as much money, and who 
would be willing to give just as much effort 
toward the greater work of the Church, if they 
were appointed. We hate to use a phrase like this, 
but we can find no better to fit—these pastors, 
for all their qualifications, just do not “belong 
to the inner circle.”’ If the Presbyterian Church 
is so poor in leadership that it has to use one man 
for half a dozen national jobs besides his regular 
full-time employment, then it should be placing 
a major emphasis on developing such leadership 
in abundance. If there is already an abundance of 
this high-quality leadership and it is not used, 
then there must be lack of vision, or some worse 
faults, in those who appoint and/or nominate the 
committees, commissions, boards and departments. 


A careful study of Pages 438-448 in the 1947 
General Assembly Minutes, which lists the con- 
trolling groups, will reveal other startling facts. 
It will show the controlling groups to be over- 
whelmingly ministerial, overwhelmingly represen- 
tative of wealth, and overwhelmingly “big-city.” It 
is hard to find a rural pastor or a rural layman 
in the lot. The addresses read like a list of the 
largest cities of the United States. Nearly three- 
fourths of all Presbyterian churches have less 
than 200 members, but these are hardly repre- 
sented at all in the councils of the Church. 


The Presbyterian oligarchy does not stop at 
General Assembly appointments but reaches down 
into the officers and committees of the synods and 
presbyteries. The same kind of “inner-circles” 
tend to develop at each level of control. No indi- 
vidual is to be blamed in particular, but the system 
should be constantly studied and modified to elimi- 
nate as much as possible the growth of oligarchy. 
We pride ourselves in the parity of the clergy 
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and leave a capable presbyter for years without 
any post on any committee while some other pres- 
byter is serving inefficiently in several. From the 
bottom to the top the Presbyterian Church should 
become concerned with giving more work to (1) 
laymen, (2) the “not-so busy” pastors, and (3) 
the very capable but forgotten men of the Church. 


Responsibility develops talent. The same minds 
working in the same groups tend to stagnate. It is 
as hard to get a new idea into Presbyterian coun- 
cils as it is to defeat a political machine. The 
“official mind’”’ resists change like poison; nothing 
is so precious as status quo. 

Commissioners at the 160th General Assembly 
should not just swallow all the advice of the 
leadership of the Church. They should not rubber- 
stamp all the nominations, but ask why. Monkey- 
wrenches are not good for machinery ordinarily, 
but neither is it good for the machine never to be 
modernized. If monkey-wrenches are necessary 
for some modernization of ecclesiastical machinery, 
then we hope the commissioners will not be afraid 
to use the monkey-wrenches. They may help to 
correct some fairly stale monkey-business. 

—The Presbyterian, 
(May 29, 1948). 


END QUOTE 


After reading the above article and knowing the 
power and control of this “Oligarchy” in the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church I wondered how this 
magazine could publish such articles and get by 
with it. I'HrY pipN’r. | wrote a minister in the 
Northern Church in regard to this and here are 
the exact words in his reply: “ “The Presbyterian’ 
WAS AN INDEPENDENT PAPER, which has been AB- 
SORBED by ‘Presbyterian Life,’ which is an OFFICIAL 
publication. Any similarity between ‘Presbyterian 
Life’ and “The Presbyterian’ is purely coincidental. 
‘The Presbyterian’ was the ‘voice’ of the Evan- 
gelicals. Since the BUREAUCRATS TOOK IT OVER, the 
Evangelicals HAVE NO voice.” (Emphasis ours). 


How many ministers in our Southern Church 
would want to be living and working under a setup 
like that? Where a small group of LipeRALs would 
control the affairs of the Church to such an extent 
that they can kick a man out of the Church if HE 
DIDN'T FALL IN LINE WITH THEIR POLICIES. You 
say, “they wouldn’t have the power to do that.” 
Under the Plan of Union, Page 124, Section 8, 
THEY WILL HAVE THAT POWER. This says that 
PRESBYTERY CAN DISSOLVE THE PASTORAL RELA- 
riON “IN ITS OWN DISCRETION.” (Note in the above 
article that the “Oligarchy extends down through 
the Presbyteries”’ What grounds would a man 
have to appeal to a higher court if he had been re- 
moved “in the discretion of Presbytery?’ None 
WHATSOEVER. (A Presbytery can not remove a man 
in its discretion under our Book of Church Order). 


You say, “Christians wouldn’t do anything like 
that.” My answer is, THEY HAVE DONE IT. I met 
two ministers who were Commissioners to our re- 
cent General Assembly at Montreat who HAD BEEN 
KICKED OUT OF THE NORTHERN CHURCH BY THE 
“OLIGARCHY.” One of these men told me that they 
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even went to the real estate men in the town in 
which he lived and talked them into not renting or 
selling him a house in which to live since he was 
‘““AN UNEMPLOYED MINISTER.” 


| plead with all the earnestness which | possess 
for every minister and officer in our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church to give the time that is necessary to 
really study and get informed on the real issues that 
are involved in this plan of organic union with the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. It is the most im- 
portant thing that we will have to decide upon in 
our lifetime in our Church. And remember, if we 
unite, it is for ever, we CAN NEVER TURN BACK OR 
GET OUT NO MATTER HOW DISSATISFIED WE MIGHT 
BE IN THE FUTURE. Certainly it is wise to take a 
good look as to where we are going before we leap. 


A Word From The Majority 


By Cecit D. BrRearcey, JR. 





NIN ETY-SIX, S. C. 


It was my desire that after the General As- 
sembly’s Judicial Commission carefully and prayer- 
fully reached a decision in what has come to be 
known as the Chapel Hill Case that this case would 
be considered closed. Through its commission the 
highest court of our Church has acted. That should 
have settled the matter. 


However, this has not been the case. The protest 
of the minority of the Assembly’s Judicial Com- 
mission has been given much publicity. In some 
circles, Mr. Jones has been made a martyr to the 
cause of individual freedom. The Presbyterian 
Outlook has gone so far as to suggest editorially 
that our Book of Church Order needs amending 
because of this case. 


Since so much has been spoken and written on 
behalf of the minority and which reflects discredit 
upon the majority decision, I think it time that we 
have a word from the majority. Writing as a ma- 
jority member of this commission, which sustained 
Orange Presbytery in dissolving the pastoral rela- 
tionship between Mr. Jones and the Chapel Hill 
Presbyterian Church, I would like to make a few 
statements and observations. 


First, let me state that this hearing was con- 
ducted on the highest level. Our Book of Church 
Order was complied with in all respects. The com- 
mission sought to be fair to Rev. Charles Jones, the 
Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church, representatives 
of Orange Presbytery, and the Synod of North 
Carolina. It was my conviction that the individual 
members of the commission approached this hearing 
with open minds and with a sincere desire to do 
what was right. 


I do not see how any precedent was set by our 
decision as has been stated in an article in “The 
Outlook.” This was not the first time that a min- 
ister has been removed from a Church without his 
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consent and against the wishes of the congregation. 
It will probably not be the last time that this occurs. 
It is sometimes the case that the pastoral relation- 
ship between a particular minister and a particular 
Church does not prove to be a good one for the 
cause of religion and for the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God. When this happens, it is the duty 
of Presbytery to act in accordance with Paragraph 
76 in the Book of Church Order and dissolve the 
pastoral relationship. This is done to correct a bad 
situation and to enable the parties involved to get a 
fresh start and do a greater work. 


It is unquestionable that Paragraph 76, Book of 
Church Order, gives Presbytery the right to dis- 
solve pastoral relationships under certain condi- 
tions. That paragraph says, in part: “The Presby- 
tery has the power ... to dissolve it (pastoral rela- 
tion) at the request of one or both parties or where 
the interest of religion imperatively demands it.” 
The question before us was simply this: did Orange 
Presbytery have sufficient grounds to act under this 
Paragraph 76 in this particular case? The majority, 
after carefully reviewing the record of the case, 
felt that there was no doubt but what Orange 
Presbytery was justfied in its action because “the 
interest of religion imperatively demanded it.” 


Many members of the Judicial Commission of 
the General Assembly, both minority and majority 
members felt that evidence enough had been un- 
covered for Orange Presbytery to institute process 
against Mr. Jones to determine his future standing 
as a minister in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
However, that question was not before us. We had 
merely to decide whether the Commission of Orange 
Presbytery, in this case, had grounds to do what 
Paragraph 76 says can be done in certain cases. It 
seemed to the majority that the grounds were more 
than sufficient. 


| would like to protest most vigorously any refer- 
ence to the majority as ‘“‘an accidental majority.’ 
One member of this Commission had to leave be- 
fore the vote was taken. It certainly cannot be as- 
sumed that his vote would have tied the commission 
vote. No one on earth, including this commissioner 
himself, can be certain how he would have voted. 
How could anyone know how he would have voted 
when he did not stay for the entire hearing. It is 
not fair or right to make assumptions about his 
vote. 


Since this case has been so much before the pub- 
lic, I think certain actions of the Judicial Com- 
mission Chairman, Dr. E. T. Thompson, should be 
known. To his credit let me say that he ably inter- 
preted and explained pertinent sections of the Book 
of Church Order to the Commission. For most of 
the hearing he was a fair and impartial presiding 
officer. 

But that changed just before the vote was taken. 
The Commission decided to limit each member to 
five minutes in which to express his opinion on the 
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case. After that the vote was to be taken without 
further discussion or debate. Ministers and ruling 
‘l\ders alternated in taking the floor. Instead of tak- 
ng his turn as a minister, Dr. Thompson waited 
intil all had spoken and then asked for permission 
to give his opinion. On motion of Mr. Thomas M. 
French the five-minute time limit was waived and 
Dr. Thompson was given the privilege of speaking 
is long as he desired. After making his plea for up- 
wolding the decision of the Synod of North Car 
olina no further discussion was possible. He had 
the last word and may have been partly responsible 
for the minority being as large as it was. In the 
ves of some of the majority, he was never again 
the unbiased presiding officer that he had been up 
intil that time. Some of us did not think it proper 
for him to encourage the drawing up of a protest 
ind stating from the chair that he would sign it. 


| would also like it known that the chairman did 
vote. Some have thought that his vote would have 
caused a tie vote. He was allowed to vote because 
the secret ballot was used. This is not meant to pro 
test his voting but to state the fact that he did. 


Mr. Jones was certainly afforded due process of 
church law. The entire record of the Chapel Hill 
Case was reviewed by judicial commissions of the 
Svnod of North Carolina and our General As 
sembly. Both guaranteed him the privilege of a trial 
under Paragraph 189, Book of Church Order, it he 
desired it. He chose to resign from the ministry of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S.. 
the trial. 


rather than undergo 


It is my conviction that all involved in hearing 
this case. whether on Presbytery, Synod. or Gen 
eral Assembly level, had the sincere desire to do 
what was right in keeping with the standards of 
our Church and in promoting the interest of the 
Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Now that the General Assembly has acted and 
ince Mr. Jones has resigned as a Presbyterian min 
ster, | think it would be good for all parties to 
onsider the matter closed and concluded. The 
bove was written because so much has been said 
ind written reflecting discredit upon the majority 
lecision of the Judicial Commission of the Gen 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. 


An Examination 
Before Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Upper Missouri met in called 
session in Excelsior Springs, Mo., about 1906 o1 
1907. Rev. T. C. 
lismission from one of the Presbyteries of Ar- 


Johnston presented a letter of 


Kansas, 


| was the senior minister present and I had been 
preaching about four years, so it fell to my lot to 
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examine him on his views on theology. Here is the 
examination, almost verbatim: 


Question: “Mr. Johnston, it will be of interest 
to the Presbytery for vou to tell us when you were 
ordained ?” 


Answer: He named some Presbytery in North 
Ireland. and gave the date about 1874, the yea 
that | was born. 


Question: “When you were ordained you sub 
scribed to the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
the Larger and Shorter Catechism as containing 
the system of Doctrine taught in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments, in all essential par- 


2? 


ticulars, did you no 


Answer: “I certainly did! 


Question: “In the years you have been preaching 
have vour views undergone any change in any es- 


sential particulars?” 
Answer: “They have only been confirmed.” 


Question: “What would you have done, or what 
would you do, if you were to find that your views 


had changed in any important particulars?” 


Answer: “Oh well, if I could not preach Presb 
terian doctrine 1 would not eat Presbyterian 
bread!” 


‘The examination was sustained as satistactory. 
Some years later | was telling this story to another 
man of almost the same name in Richmond, Va., in 
the Theological Seminary, Dr. Thomas Cary John 


son, and he chuckled and said: “He was honest!’ 


L.E.F. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 19 


The Way Opens Up As 
You Travel It 


There is a real thrill in feeling the tug of a fish 
on your line while your bamboo rod forms a quiver- 
ing arch. Some people miss the pleasure of fishing 
because of misgivings. There are briars on the 
creek bank, and briars scratch; there’s the hot sun; 
one might slip and fall into the water, especially if 
he can’t swim; and there are snakes! Yes, all that 
may be true, but once you land a flapping fish on 
the bank. or in the boat, those misgivings lose 
weight. 


It is much the same fishing for souls. Misgivings 
have deprived many a could-be “fisher of men” 
from the deep satisfaction and the joy of winning a 
soul to Christ. “I might be misunderstood.” “They 
might call me a ‘holier than thou.’” “I might do 
more harm than good.” “I have never done it be- 
fore.” “I will wait for a better time.’ We say this 
to ourselves, but at the bottom of it all is Pride. We 
are desperately afraid of being rebuffed, or laughed 
at, or being called sanctimonious. 


Here is the experience of one timid soul-winner 
as she related it to Anglers: “The evangelist chal- 
lenged us to draw a name from the prospect list 
without looking at it. The names were on cards in 
a basket, and prayer was made that the Holy Spirit 
would guide our hands to the name He would have 
us to take. It was something like ‘casting lots.’ If 
we had not the courage to ask our prospect to accept 
Christ as Saviour, then at least visit and invite the 
prospect to come to the services; but in any case 
pray and ask for guidance in whatever we might do. 
In our regular women’s meetings we have had a 
‘visiting list,’ but I have always been too timid to 
approach strangers, and confined my visits to those 
whom I knew. Most everybody, however, accepted 
the challenge and drew out a name, so I ventured 
to take one. When I looked at the name I had 
drawn I was dismayed. It was that of one of the 
socialites of the city. She lived in a mansion on the 





principal avenue, not very far from the Church; 
but she was rarely seen at a church service. It just 
seemed impossible to me to call on that woman 
even to invite her to the services. I have an abhor- 
rence of seeming to fawn on wealthy people. But | 
had promised | would visit anyone whose name | 
drew, and there was no way out but to go. I fell 
upon my knees and begged the Lord to see me 
through, and | went. I expected that my knock on 
the front door would be answered by the butler or 
the maid; but to my surprise the woman herself 
opened it. I saw at once that she had been crying; 
her eyes were red, and in spite of her effort to hide 
it I knew she was troubled about something. I al 
most apologized for disturbing her, but managed t 
inform her about the services and to say that | 
wanted to come and personally invite her to attend 
She hesitated a moment, then asked me to come in, 
saying she would like to talk to me a little. When 
we took our seats in her drawing room, she brushed 
back the tears that were coming again; then told me 
she was glad that I had come, that she must talk to 
someone who could understand. Then she un 
burdened her sorrow to me. She was having do 
mestic trouble. I took her hand in mine and told her 
that I, too, had suffered—not in the same way, but 
something that had given me great distress. Then it 
was my joy to tell her how the Lord had inter- 
vened and had solved every phase of the problem 
for me. | told her she could have it all explained, 
and so wonderfully, if she would attend the service 
that night; I would come by on my way and go 
with her, to which she assented. She was read 
when I called and we sat together in the service. 
When the evangelist invited those who would ac- 
cept the Saviour to come down to the front, I whis- 
pered to her that I would go down with her if she 
would go. She promptly stepped out with me and 
we took our places in the line before the pulpit. She 
was saved that night. I shall never cease to thank | 
the dear Lord for leading me, step by step, into the 

greatest privilege of my life. Surely the Holy Spirit 

guided my hand into the prospect basket, then 

guided me all the rest of the way.” 





- 


* & &€ & & # 


If you have had an experience in soul-winning 
send it to Anglers, that others may have the inspir 
ation and the benefit of it. 


A Testament for Fishers of Men goes to each 
one whose story is used in this column. 
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THE TITHE 


Some Questions About Tithing Answered 
By A. N. FISHER 


|. What do you understand by a 
Tithe - a tenth of t hat? 


A. A tenth of income from salary, wages, in 
vestments; or from industrial pursuits minus 
necessary operating expenses. Minus living ex- 
penses ? No, Minus support of dependent rela- 
tives? No. 


v ls there any distinction between 
tithing and systematt giving? 


Yes. A man may be systematic in giving any 
fraction of his income. Moreover many 
writers emphasize a distinction between giving 
and paying. Strictly speaking, we do not give 
the tithe. It is not ours to give. We pay it as 
belonging to God. 


3. Should all tithes be given to the Church Benevo 
lences, or should part be given in a private way? 


The prevailing custom in the region with 
which the writer is familiar is for each stew 
ard to make distribution of the tithe accord 
ing to the best light he has, and being answer- 
able unto God for its uses. There are, how- 
ever, earnest advocates of what is known as 
‘The Storehouse Plan” which places the tithe 
under control of the church authorities. We 
think the majority of tithe payers do not re 
gard the argument in this behalf as conclusive. 


4. Name some practical difficulties 


in the way of tithing. 


~ 
= 


We know of none worthy of mention. Bun 
yvan’s Pilgrim saw lions in the way: but he 
was admonished: “Keep in the midst of the 
path and no hurt shall come unto thee.”’ This 
provision holds concerning all highways cast 
up by the Lord. 


5. Should people tithe when in debt? 


The intelligent tithe-payer regards himself as 
always in debt. Whatever his fiscal relations 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 
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with his fellow men, he is always in debt to 
God, the Owner of all with which he is en- 
trusted, and Who has therefore first claim on 
his profits. It is manifest injustice to use God’s 
tenth in squaring accounts with human cred- 
itors. ~Layman. 


(Continued Next Week) 


LIQUOR 


We first thought of heading this department 
with the word “Temperance,” but that word has 
somehow unfortunately drifted into a dual mean- 
ing. The liquor industry has kidnapped the word 
and uses it to ostentatiously “advocate” moderation. 
They know very well that “moderate drinking” 
sooner or later becomes inordinate or excessive 
drinking. It is just one clever way to induce cau- 
tious but unthinking victims to begin. It is one of 
the anomalies of the human intellect that it kids 
itself into thinking that one can drink alcoholic 
stimulants in moderation indefinitely ; it shows how 
the love of the stuff has the power to pervert sane 
reasoning. A prominent woman columnist of our 
day stood before the Wellesley Student Body and 
told those young women preparing for life that one 
important thing to learn would be how to hold their 
liquor, to drink in moderation and maintain their 
poise. May the Lord have mercy! 


Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary (1950) defines 
Temperance: ‘Moderation; particularly habitual 
moderation in regard to the indulgence of the nat- 
specifically, total 
abstinence from intoxicating liquors.”’—W.CS. 


ural appetites and passions 


Andrew Carnegie Said 


‘The first and most seductive habit, and the de- 
stroyer of most young men, is the drinking of liquor. 
| am a man who knows, and I say to you that you 
are more likely to fail in your career from acquiring 
the habit of drinking liquor than any or all the 
other temptations likely to assail you.” 


—Tomorrow. 


Not so long ago, we heard that the Air Force had 
been considering a proposal to sell package liquor 
on Air Force bases. A great many people are won- 
dering how much liquor has to do with the all-too- 
frequent Air Force accidents. We do wish the 
armed forces would be realistic in dealing with 
alcohol. Those who are in places of responsibility 
ought to talk to some of the pitiful alcoholics who 
never touched a thing with alcohol in it until after 
they put on the uniform—there are literally thou- 
sands of them and the country ought not to be 
proud of the fact. —Clip Sheet. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 








LESSON FOR AUGUST 16 


Christ Above All 


Background Scripture: Colossians 1:1 - 
2:7. Devotional Reading: Psalm 67. 


In Psalms 67 we have this prayer: “That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among 
all nations.” This prayer will be fully answered when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that 
He is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. If this were the prayer that went up from the hearts of all the 
representatives as they meet in the Assembly of the United Nations, we could have the hope that this body 
of men could really accomplish something. Most of these men, however, are heathen or atheists, or merely 








nominal Christians, and so they meet, and each one 
prays to his own god, or does not pray at all, and 
this Assembly becomes a worthless mockery. 


The nations of the world are sick; worse than 
sick; drunk, mad, insane. They have drunk of the 
“wine of Babylon,” that wicked city. Bodily dis- 
eases abound, mental maladies are on the increase, 
but the worst disease of all is sin-sickness; men are 
dead in trespasses and sins, without God, and with- 
out Hope. 


Jesus, when on earth, was the Great Physician. 
His “Saving Health” was bestowed upon all sorts 
of sick people. It will be a glorious day when this 
saving health will spread over all the world, when 
there shall be no more sickness, pain or death. This 
beautiful Psalm is both a prayer and a prophecy 
concerning this Coming Day of the Lord. It will 
indeed be a glad day for the world when the King 
Whom God has placed on the throne shall be ac- 
knowledged and worshipped by all men everywhere. 
This is His rightful prerogative ; to be Above all 
and Over all. 


The Epistle to the Colossians is written partly to 
prove this fact, that He is the Fulness of God, the 
Head of the Church, and that we are Complete in 
Him, Who is “Above All.” I have before me Helen 
Montgomery’s Translation of the New Testament, 
and wish to use some of her suggestive paragraph 
headings in my treatment of the lesson. 


|. The Salutation: 1 :1-2. 


It is always profitable to meditate upon the open- 
ing verses of Paul’s Letters. This is a joint message 
from the Apostle and ‘“Timothy our brother.”’ It is 
written to the holy and believing brothers in Christ 
who are in Colosse. “Brother in Christ” is a fine 
term to use when writing to fellow-Christians. We 
are all one big family, members of the household of 
faith. Jesus stated it thus when He said: Who is 
my brother and who is my mother? He that doeth 
the will of my Father in heaven, the same is my 
brother and sister and mother. “Grace to you and 
peace.” How much is expressed in these few words! 
What more can we ask for our brothers in Christ? 
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Il. 4 Prayer: 123-12. 


Paul very often breaks out in prayer in the midst 
of his letters. This is a prayer (1) Thanksgiving, 
and (2) Intercession. These are two kinds of 
prayer which we neglect. 


He has much for which to be thankful as he re- 
members some things about them; their faith and 
love and hope. ‘The truth of the gospel was bearing 
fruit in their lives and this made Paul very grateful. 
One of the greatest causes of thanksgiving on the 
part of preachers is to see the gospel which they 
preach bearing fruit among those to whom he has 
preached. It saddens the heart of any preacher when 
he fails to see such results, and he begins to wonder 
whether he has been faithful in his preaching. These 
Christians at Colosse had truly come to know the 
grace of God. As he says in another letter, thev are 
his joy and crown. 


He follows this thanksgiving by asking for cer- 
tain blessings. Intercessory prayer is one of the 
highest forms of prayer. We find many illustrations 
of it in the Bible: Abraham praying for Sodom; 
Moses praying for the Israelites; Daniel confessing 
the sins of his people and praying for them; and the 
great High Priestly prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the seventeenth chapter of John. Paul prays 
much for his converts. He asks that God will fill 
them with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom 
and spiritual insight; that their manner of life 
might be worthy of the Lord and pleasing to Him; 
that they might be fruitful in every good work and 
increase in the knowledge of God, and be strength- 
ened with all needed strength so that they might 
patiently endure; and that they might be thankful 
to God and made fit to receive their share in the 
heritage of the saints. May God teach us to pray 
for our people as Paul prayed for the saints at Co- 
losse! We spend so much of our time in praying 
for non-essential and trivial blessings; Paul prayed 
for the Bic blessings. 

Ill. Christ Is In And 
Over All: 1213-20. 


Notice that all our spiritual blessings come to us 
rHROUGH CHrist. Those who refuse Him are shut 
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off from these great gifts of God’s grace. How our 
hearts pity the poor, blinded Jews, who shut them- 
selves off from all these blessings. Paul faithfully 
warned them about the consequences of their un- 
belief. Are we as faithful as he? Do we not some 
times allow the unbelieving Jews to feel that they 
are part of the Church? Christianity is both Jnelu 
sive and Exclusive It includes ALL who come 
through Christ, and it excludes ALL who will not 
come by Him. No man cometh unto the Father but 
by me; him that cometh | will in no wise cast out. 
In Christ we have Redemption, the Forgiveness of 
our sins. He is our Saviour and as such has the su 
preme and only place, as our Great High Priest. 
The priests of the Old Testament were but faint 
and temporary types of the One Who would have 
the right to redeem and forgive. They could but 
illustrate and picture what He would accomplish 
fully as our Redeemer. 


He is the “visible image of the invisible God.” 
No man hath seen God at any time; the Only 
begotten Son Who is in the bosom of the Father 
hath revealed Him; He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father, said Jesus. Through Him the uni- 
verse was created and for Him all things were 
made; all things were made by Him, and without 
Him was not anything made that was made. 


He is the Head of the Body, the Church. He has 
been raised from the dead. In all things He is to 
have the pre-eminence. Beware of belittling Christ! 
The most insulting thing which we can do to God 
the Father is to refuse to accept His Son. There are 
those today who pretend to honor God but are in 
sulting Him every day. To dishonor Christ is to 
dishonor God, Who so loved the world as to give 
Him for its salvation. This is my beloved Son; heat 


Him. 


In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. By Him all things in heaven and earth are 
reconciled. He is our Peace; He is our Mediator. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him 
self. He makes peace by the blood of his cross, It 
cost God to reconcile the world unto Himself; He 
gave His only-begotten Son. 


In these paragraphs the full Deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is so plainly revealed that if there were 
no other passages in the Bible which taught this es- 
sential doctrine we would be without excuse if we 
disbelieved it. This, of course, is but one of the 
many places that His deity is proclaimed in the 
plainest way. The Unitarian has to tear the Bible 
to bits in order to bolster his pet theory. 


LV. We Are Saved By 
Christ: 1:21-29. 

Paul goes back to the thought expressed in 
Verse 13 and enlarges upon it. 

The Colossians, like others, once were alienated 


and hostile. full of evil deeds and living in darkness. 
(See Verse 13). Through Christ in His human 
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body we are reconciled to God by His death and 
will be brought into God’s presence holy and un- 
blemished and irreproachable. They must, however, 
continue in the faith and not be moved away from 
it. (One of the purposes of his letter was to warn 
them about the philosophies of men). 


Paul had been made a minister of this glorious 
yospel message. The center of this message is: 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.’’ The apostle was 
preaching this transcendent message in order that 
he might bring every man into God’s presence full 
grown in Christ. The Gospel, the “Good News,” 
is a Person: Cuerist. He is the Good News. He 
must have the pre-eminence in our preaching. The 
one passion of Paul was Christ. This ought to be 
true of each of us; we are ministers of Christ; we 
vlory in Him. 


V. We Are ( omplete In 
Him: 2:1-7. 


The secret truth or mystery—ot God, is Christ 
Himself, now fully revealed. This truth had been 
partially revealed in the Old Testament, but the 


revelation is now complete. 


In Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. Christ is the wisdom of God. “A 
greater than Solomon is here.”’ 


We are rooted and built up in Him. Our re- 
ligion is not a philosophy—some vain deceit of man 

but a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. There are 
some today who would make Christianity a_phi- 
losophy, a way of life. It is far more than that; | 
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. The world 
is still full of ‘“‘crude notions.”’ | am afraid that 
some men preach these crude notions instead of 
preaching Christ. We still have plenty of man- 
made traditions which we are ready to substitute 
for the simple but all-powerful gospel. Beware of 
substitutes; there is no substitute for our Gospel. 


For it is in Christ that the fulness of the deity 
dwells bodily, and in Him we have our fulness. “I 
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.” 
Let us never forget that we are Complete in Him. 
We are completely justified in Him. We need no 
further sacrifice for sin. “It is finished,” He said, 
when He hung upon the cross. The sin question is 
settled forever. We are completely sanctified in 
Him. By His Spirit we are renewed in the whole 
man after the image of God and are enabled to 
more and more die unto sin and live unto right- 
eousness. We are comple tely glorifed in Him. We 
shall be made like unto His glorious body in the 
resurrection. 


If He is Lord over all, and above all, then we 
must surrender completely to Him; if He is not 
“Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.” 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


PAGE 11 














YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 16 


Recreation Or 


WorRSHIP SERVICE: 


Hymn—‘‘Am I A Soldier Of The Cross?” 
Invocation. 

Hymn—‘Where He Leads Me.” 
Announcements. 

Scripture: Ephesians 5:1-10. 

Prayer (Sentence Prayers). 

Offering. 

Hymn—‘‘Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


We know that our Lord wants us to have a good 
time. He said: “I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 
He has instructed us to abide in Him, that His joy 
might remain in us, and that our joy might be made 
full. The Apostle Paul counsels us to “rejoice in 
the Lord always.”’ However, we need to realise that 
there is a right way to have a good time, and that 
God will not set the seal of His approval upon any 
recreation that cannot be enjoyed in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, for it would wreck creation if He 
did. Let’s see what can happen when we seek a 
good time outside the will of God. 


First Speaker "5 


To say there is no pleasure in sinful pastimes is 
utter folly, for if there were no pleasure in sin, 
there would be little response to temptation. There 
is pleasure, but it is mighty short-lived. Every cup 
of sinful pleasure has bitter dregs of remorse and 
ruin, and the cup is shallow; we soon get to the 
dregs. A life of evil pleasure can wreck our health. 
Recreation is intended to build up, but the wrong 
kind of “good time’ will tear down our bodies. 
Smoking, drinking and careless attitudes toward 
morals will not add strength to our bodies, but will 
tear them down, and fast. These things, and many 
others in the same category, do not contribute any- 
thing of worth to our lives, but are a menace to our 
health and strength. And most of them are utterly 
silly. If trash were burning in the fireplace, and, 
due to some fault in the chimney, smoke fill the 
room, we would immediately open all the windows 
and doors to avoid getting it in our eyes and lungs. 
Yet people put a match to some crushed weeds 
wrapped in paper, and deliberately breathe the 
smoke! Isn’t it silly? If you were to suddenly get 
to feeling dizzy, and the world began to spin, you 
would want someone to call the doctor. You would 
feel sure you were sick. Yet people deliberately pour 
stuff in their stomachs to make themselves feel that 
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W reck-Creation? 


way! Yes, and pay for the privilege! Isn’t it silly? 
For a few moments of pleasure (?) people sell 
their character, trifle with evil things that can be- 
come fixed habits to ruin their health, all in the 
interest of a “good time.” This isn’t recreation— 
it’s wreck-creation! 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


It would seem that to even mention these things 
would be unnecessary in view of their evil nature 
and the folly that is so clearly evident, but the fact 
remains that thousands of young people all over 
America are addicted to tobacco and strong drink, 
and have fallen into evil habits that are wrecking 
their lives in every way. It can happen, and we 
need to be warned against it. But there is more 
than health involved. Let’s move on— 


Second Spe aker: 


As recreation should be designed to promote 
health, so should it promote happiness. It should 
provide a good time! Some things that seem to be 
“smart” or to provide a “buzz”’ for a little while, 
soon go sour and leave us with a sense of misery 
and loss that takes all the joy out of life. The right 
kind of wholesome fun, where everything is on the 
level, and there is nothing that you want to hide 
from Mother and Dad, or from your Christian 
friends, will give a lift that lasts, and provide real 
joy. The wrong kind of “fun” will leave a bitter 
taste, and will wreck the happiness for which we 
seek. Many a boy and girl who bravely coughed 
through their first cigarette has lived to see the day 
when they would pay most any price to be rid of 
the filthy habit. Countless thousands who “gaily” 
gagged down their first drink have lived to see their 
lives ruined, their health destroyed and their hap- 
piness gone forever as they have become slaves to 
this vile and deadly thing. Many, for a night of 
carefree self-indulgence in immorality, have paid 
for a lifetime in tears and shame, with all hope of 
happiness destroyed. There is no possibility of hap- 
piness in any pleasure that is not within the will of 
God in doing that which is clean and wholesome. 


“In vain we bid old notions fudge, 
And bend our conscience to our dealing. 
The Ten Commandments will not budge, 
And stealing will continue stealing.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


We need to realize that we cannot trifle with 
sin. “God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
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soweth, that shall he also reap.” The highest hap- 
piness is in true holiness, and any deviation from 
God’s path of righteousness will bring pain and 
sorrow. But there is something still more important 
than health or happiness that can be wrecked by our 
so-called recreation. 


Third Speaker: 


Our hopes can be destroyed by the wrong kind of 
recreation ; hopes for time and eternity. One of our 
papers carried a story not very long ago that per- 
fectly illustrates what can happen as a result of 
careless pleasure. There was a young man in the 
United States Navy who had an excellent record 
of service, and had given such outstanding evidence 
of ability and leadership that he was approved as 
an appointee to the Naval Academy. This was the 
realization of a life-long dream. In celebration of 
the appointment, he, along with a friend, began to 
make the rounds of the night clubs in the city where 
their ship was docked. Before the night was ended, 
in the midst of drunkenness and debauchery, a man 
was slain, and the guilt rested upon these two 
young service men. As Belshazzar’s night of revelry 
ended in the loss of his kingdom and his life, so 
this night of shame wrote “finish” to the hopes and 
dreams of two young men, and to the life of an- 
other. No tears of remorse could recall those fatal 
hours, and the dream was gone forever. But even 
more tragic than the end of earthly hopes is the end 
of hope for heaven and God, for all who continue 
in a life of sinful pleasure and die in their sin. 
Many have gone on in sin, planning some day to 
repent and change, but ever growing more harden- 
ed to that which is good and more involved in that 
which is evil, and for them, “the wages of sin is 
death.” May our eyes be opened to the tragic end 
of pleasure apart from God. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Qur program tonight is on the solemn side, but 
it had to be. We need to be warned concerning the 
popular pastimes of our day which are ensnaring so 
many young people and leading them away from 
Christ. We need to turn from every evil thing, put 
our trust in Jesus Christ, and live our lives, in both 
play and work, as in the presence of God. This is 
the way of health, happiness, and hope. This is 
recreation, but anything apart from Him is wreck 
creation, 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the twenty-sixth article in a series by 


i we. 2 Talmage, B. E.) 


The Greatest 
Philosophical Boner 


I do not know of any philosophical dogma which 
has fuller support of atheistic leaders in the scien- 
tific world than the one described below. This is in 
spite of the fact that it is diametrically opposite to 
what we know today. 


The misleading dogma is as follows: THE ARCH- 
EOLOGICAL FINDS OF PREHISTORIC CULTURAL OB- 
JECTS MUST BE SO ARRANGED THAT THE CRUDER 
INDUSTRIES MUST ALWAYS BE DATED EARLIER THAN 
rHOSE OF A “MORE ADVANCED” TYPE, REGARDLESS 
OF WHERE THEY ARE FOUND. This means that if 
one finds a collection of stone tools in Togoland, 
West Africa, which seems to be more advanced 
than a collection found in Colorado, U. S., it must 
be dated later, and the related geological formations 
arranged in that chronological order. Any other 
two localities in all the world may be substituted 
for the two | have chosen at random. Of course 
geological formations so dated will later be used to 
‘prove’ some phase of the atheistic evolution of 
mankind, and religious 
leaders will accept these ‘assured results of science.” 


unwary and credulous 


The following is the usual order of supposed cul 
tural evolution. beginning with the oldest: 


Lower Paleolithic: 
Middle Paleolithic: 
Upper Paleolithic: 


Stone ‘“hand-axes” predominate. 
Stone flake tools predominate. 
Stone blade tools predominate. 
Mesolithic: Tiny stone tools predominate. 
Neolithic: 
Chalcolithic: Copper and stone tools used. 
Bronze Age: Copper alloys much used. 


Polished stone tools common, 


lron Age: lron in common use. 


This is of course an over-simplification but it rep 


resents the general sequence, 


This does 
recognize temporary deteriorations of culture, for 
all admit that the earliest Mesolithic in Europe 
(first after the Flood) was not nearly as far ad- 
vanced as the Upper Paleolithic (last before the 
Flood). They will not deny theoretically that cul- 
ture may have lagged a wee bit in one part of the 
world compared with that in another. However 


not mean that the archeologists do not 


they always arrange the geological formations in 
which stone-age sites are found as if the above order 
were a proven fact. This artificial arrangement has 
caused untold confusion in sciences related to pre- 
history. 


A very good example of this kind of dogmatism is 
found in Dr. W. F. Albright’s “Archeology of 
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Palestine.” He dates the earliest tools in Palestine 
several hundred thousand B.C. and later correlates 
the late Mesolithic (Tahunian) of Palestine with 
the late Mesolithic of the Baltic regions. Gvro- 
statics shows that the former was before the Flood 
during the time of Methuselah, while the latter was 
long after the Great Hiatrus. mentioned in Article 
No. 2 as being after the Flood, indeed it was almost 
the time of Abraham when those Baltic Mesolithics 
began to make pottery and polished tools and so be- 
came Neolithic. Dr. Albright is without a peer in 
Palestinian archeology, but no man ever becomes so 
great he can ignore the Bible record of the Flood 
without making terrible boners. 


Gyrostatics shows that the high sea-level known 
to exist at the time of the founding of the earliest 
cities of Mesopotamia is the same high sea-level that 
existed when the earliest stone-age people reached 
Europe. We who trust the Bible records were not 
deceived by that philosophical boner. 


Church News 


Vissionary Institute 
At Montreat 





(See Front Cover) 


New missionaries of our Church who have been 
attending the Institute for Outgoing Missionaries 
are seen on front page of this issue. This picture 
was taken in front of the World Missions Building 
at Montreat. Most of them will be ready to go to 
their field after being commissioned at Montreat on 
August 5. 


Front Row Left to Right: Rev. Eugene L. 
Daniel, Candidate Secretary, Board of World Mis 
sions, Nashville, Tenn.; Mrs. Elisa Coppedge Fer- 
nandez, Spanish Informant; Miss Grace Mizuno, 
Japanese Informant; Miss Esther Cummings, Pro- 
fessor of Missionary Linguistics, Biblical Seminary, 
New York, N. Y.: Miss Mi Young Cho, Korean 
Informant; Dr. P. C. Toureille, French Informant ; 
Rev. and Mrs. John M. Coffin, Jr., Itasca, Tex., 


and Beaumont, Jex., going to Africa. 


Second Row: Mr. and Mrs. Guy 8S. Mitchell, 
Eldorado, Ark., going to Japan; Rev. and Mrs. 
Harold L. Thomas, Lakeland, Fla., and Somerset, 
Pa., going to Mexico; Rev. and Mrs. Hugh Linton, 
Decatur, Ga., and Lancaster, S. C., going to Korea; 
Dr. and Mrs. David John Seel, New Orleans, La., 
and Decatur, Ga., going to Korea; Rev. and Mrs. 
Paul B. Long, Charleston, W. Va.. and Ontario, 
Canada, going to Africa. 


Third Row: Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. King, Clif 
ton Forge, Va., and Churchville, Va., going to 
Africa: Rev. Benson Cain, Montgomery, Ala.. go 
ing to Japan; Miss Ruth Phipps, Waynesboro, Va., 
going to Africa; Miss Elizabeth Shefelton, New- 
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nan, Ga., going to Africa; Miss Betty Stewart, 
Milton, Fla., going to Japan; Miss Eleanor Cas- 
lick, Paris, Ky., going to Korea; Miss Shirley Me- 
Ree. Lubbock, Tex.. going to Africa; Mr. Thomas 
W. Taylor, Memphis, Tenn., going to Korea; Rev. 
John Somerville, Barnardsville, N. C., going to 
Korea; Mr. Thomas R. Cleveland, Lubbock, Tex., 
vyoiny to Africa: \liss Lee Anna Scott, Lexington, 
Ky., going to Africa; Miss Frances Craig, Rock 
Hill, S. C., going to Japan; Rev. Charles Sthresh- 
lev, Hopewell, Va.. voIng to Africa. 


Fourth Row: Rev. and Mrs. Donald F. Bobb, 
Socorro, N, M.. and Greensboro, Pe. €x. going to 
Africa: Rev. and Mrs. Roy Wyatt, Louisville, Ky. 

Southern Baptists), going to Spain; Mr. Everett 
E. Gourley, Jr., Nashville, Tenn., going to West 
Brazil. 


Presbyterian Youth Work 
To Have New Director 


Qf interest to all Presbyterians in the South is 
the news that the Rev. John Brewer Spragens has 
accepted the call as Director of Youth Work for 
the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education of 
Richmond, Va. He will begin his new work on 
September 1. Mr. Spragens will succeed the Rev. 
John McMullen, who has recently moved to Co- 
lumbia, Mo., to become Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church. 


In his new position Mr. Spragens will head up 
the program of Youth Work for the entire Southern 
Presbyterian Church and will be on the staff of the 
Southern Church’s largest agency. The Board of 
Christian Education employs more than 135 edu- 
cators, writers, technicians, and field workers. Its 
headquarters are in Richmond, Va., where it main- 
tains a bookstore and a book and merchandising 
mail order house. The Southwestern Division of its 
Publication Division is located in Dallas, Tex., 
where it recently opened a new quarter of a million 
dollar bookstore. 


{ssembly’s Youth Council 


New Moderator of the Assembly's Youth Coun- 
cil for 1953-54 will be Newton Todd, of Miami, 
Fla., President of the Westminster Fellowship for 
the Synod of Tennessee. 


‘Todd succeeds Charles Williams, of Rocky 
Mount, in the highest post of leadership among the 
150,000 young people belonging to Senior High 
and Westminster Fellowship Groups in the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. 


Four other major officers for the Council were 
elected by fellow council members at their annual 
session in Montreat. They will be installed in their 
new offices at closing dedication services on July 29 
in the Young People’s Fellow ship School at Mon- 
treat. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


























New Vice-Moderator is Ronnie Thomas, of 
Beaumont, Tex., student at Stillman College and 
President of the Westminster Fellowship for Sned- 
ecor Region. 


Miss Margaret Bover, of Richmond, Va., Presi 
dent of Westminster Fellowship in the Synod of 
Virginia, will be Stated Clerk. 


Presidents of the two age-group sections in the 
Council are: Miss Marianne Jackson, of Auburn, 
Ala., for Westminster Fellowship; and Vernon R. 
Hunter, of Charlotte, N. C., for the Senior High 
Fellowship. 


Director of the Leadership School this year is 
Rev. David M. Currie, of Richmond, Va., Director 
of Campus Christian Life. Also attending is Rev. 
John B. Spragens, of Little Rock, Ark., who will 
become Director of Youth Work on September |. 
He is now Regional Director of Christian Educa 
tion for Arkansas and Missouri Synods. 


{ Legacy Bearing Dividends 


Maxton, N. C., July 20, 1953.—Presbyterian 
Junior College has received a check for $3,500.00 
as the first payment on a legacy from the estate of 
Miss Emma _ Lillian Keigwin, of Washington, 
D. C., who died just over a year ago. Miss Keigwin 
was the daughter of the Reverend Henry Keigwin, 
of Jeffersonville, Ind., who graduated at Columbia 
Theological Seminary in 1859 and served Churches 
in both the North and the South. 


His son was a famous patent attorney of Wash- 
ington, D. C. His estate went to his sister, who at 
her death designated seven residuary legatees, one 
of which is Presbyterian Junior College. 


Vecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery conducted its 20Ist 
Stated Session in the Paw Creek Presbyterian 
Church on July 21. Rev. John A. Carriker was 
elected Moderator to succeed Rev. Hugh B. Car 
ter, Jr. Mr. Robert M. Cochran was ordained as 
an evangelist, Rev. |. Howard Chadwick was re 
ceived from the Moravian Church, Southern Pro 
vince, and 


Commission was appointed to install 
him Pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church on September 20. James Cooley, of the 
Amay James Church, and Robert Jackson James, 
of the Thomasboro Presbyterian Church, were re 
ceived as candidates for the ministry. 


A Commission was appointed to organize the 
107th Church in the Presbytery at Star, N. C.. on 
the evening of August 2. This is the result of the 
work of Rey. y <& Wilkinson, Pastor of the 
Church at Biscoe. 


The pastoral relations between Rev. Hugh B. 
Carter and the Sunset Hills Church were dissolved 
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and he was transferred to Roanoke Presbytery, 
where he becomes Pastor of the Berry Hill and 
First Presbyterian Churches of South Boston, Va. 
Rev. Wayne Potter was dismissed to the Fellow- 
ship of Independent Evangelical Churches. 


A committee of five, of which Dr. C. E. S. Krae- 
mer is chairman, was appointed to lead the Presby- 
terv ina study of the Proposed Plan ot Union. The 
Churches were instructed to study the plan and 
congregational meetings are to be held at the dis- 
cretion of the Session 


Rev. Andrew A. Allen was approved for work in 
the Amay James Church. Approval and endorse- 
ment was given to the teaching of Bible in public 
schools, supported by funds raised by volunteer sub- 
scription with attendance upon such classes being 
voluntary. 


Commissions reported on the installation of Rev. 
Henry Schum at Hopewell, of the installation of 
Rev. S. Wylie Hogue, Jr., at Unionville, Banks, 
and Six Mile Creek—these Churches composing the 
Belk Larger Parish; and the ordination and in- 
stallation of Rev. C. Don Coffey, II], at Ridgecrest 
and Oakboro. 


S. M. Inman, Jr., President of the Youth Fel- 
lowship, spoke to the Presbytery on youth work. 
Presbytery is to consider having a Junior Camp 
next year. Mrs. Whitton Holton gave a history of 
the Paw Creek Church from its organization in 
1809—-from a log structure to a frame building 
and to the present brick edifice. It is the mother of 
nine Churches, has given seven sons to the ministry 
and has had twenty pastors. Rev. Frank S. John- 
ston is the present Pastor, during whose administra- 
tion there have been gains in membership and in 
giving, 

‘The meeting was attended by 67 ministers, 64 
elders and 33 registered visitors. Dr. J. Cecil Law- 
rence was nominated for the Stated Meeting to 
be held in the Robinson Presbyterian Church on 
October 20. -R. L. Stone, Secretary. 


Synod Of Vississippt 


‘The Synod of Mississippi will meet in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Meridan, Miss., “Tuesday, 
September 8, at 8:00 P.M. The opening sermon 
will be preached Dr. Frank W. Price, Moderator 
of the General Assembly.—R. E. Hough, Stated 
Clerk. 


Change Of Address: 


Rev. W. H. Foard, from Brooklyn, W. Va., to 
\VIicConnell, W. V. 


“LT hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journs! Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) s 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Women’s Work 








FROM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


“For resurrection living 
There is resurrection power, 

And the praise and prayer of trusting 
May glorify each hour. 

For common days are holy 

And year’s an Easter-tide 

To those who with the living Lord 
In living faith abide.” 

Author Unknown. 


How's Your Attendance At 


General Meetings? 


Report On Congo Women: 


“On December 22:-we had our monthly general 
meeting of the Women of the Church, a meeting 
bringing together women from five Churches, and 
over 700 tried to get into a little Church in the 
Centre. It was a time of soul-searching and re- 
dedication of life to the living Saviour. Audrey sang 
so beautifully our Tshiluba translation of the 
Negro Spiritual carol, ‘Sweet Little Jesus Boy,’ 
and everyone’s heart was touched. One of the most 
thrilling things about this service was that it was 
all done by our leaders—thev did the visiting be 
forehand (we missionaries purposely left it all to 
them to let them see for themselves what they could 
accomplish), and because of their efforts so many 
came. 


‘The monthly meetings in January and February 
were equally well attended. The March meeting 
was postponed an hour and a half while we waited 
for a heavy rain to cease, and only about 400 were 
able to come to the Central Church and still get 
back home in time to cook supper! In April, with 
much sickness among the children, the attendance 
was over 500. 


“In April we were so happy to give certificates to 
27 women, some with grandchildren, who had com 
pleted the Laubach reading course in about five 
months’ time, meeting three times a week ... The 
joy on their faces brought tears to my eves. This is 
a new day for womanhood in Congo. We read with 
much interest the plans and programs of our Church 
in the States, and remember them all in our 
prayers ... Thank you for your prayers for us.” 


Mary B. Crawford. 


How You Can Help! 


Korea: “Nearly one-half of the people are refu- 
gees. People are staying in places you wouldn’t keep 
your dog, and so crowded that sanitation is im- 
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possible. Children eat little or nothing in the morn- 
ing, then go to school hungry.” 


Palestine: The daily ration, when obtainable, for 
Arab refugees is 1,250 calories. This is approxima- 
tely the level maintained in Nazi concentration 
camps during the day. 


Germany: The mass of refugees that have crowd- 
ed into Berlin require large amounts of food to 
supply the reception centers there which are oper- 
ated jointly by the churches and the local welfare 
agencies. 


India, Pakistan and Yugoslavia: These countries 
have all suffered serious crop failures due to both 
drought and floods which have resulted in famine 
conditions. Shipments of food from the United 
States are needed to prevent malnutrition and star- 
vation in some districts. 


These are only a few of the areas to which 
Church World Service in 1953 must ship 5,246 
tons of food—meat and meat substitutes, sugars, 
fats, milk, and cereals—and $268,000.00 worth of 
vitamins in order to meet minimum needs, 


YOU CAN HELP 


For the price of a 5c candy bar, you can put a 
teaspoonful of sugar into 54 cups of ersatz 
coffee in a German refugee camp. 


$10.00 will give 600 children a cup of nour 
ishing cocoa, 


60c will provide a multi-vitamin capsule each 
day for one person for three months. 


If vou live in an agricultural area and would like 


to contribute actual supplies of dried milk, flour, 
cereals. rice, refined lard or other bulk commodities, 
write to Mr. John Metzler, Christian Rural Overt 


seas Program, Elkhart, Ind., for instructions. 


Interpretations Of Love 


PATIENCE Is love on the anvil, bearing blow afte 
low of suffering. 


ZEAL is love in the harvest field. never tiring of 


toil. 


MI EEKN CSS is love in company, when it vaunteth 
not itself 

Joy is love making its own sunshine, where others 
see nothing but gloom. 


Power is love driving the soul’s chariot wheels 
Ove! all Opposition, 


Moody Monthly. 








Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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